As the Nation's principal conservation agency, the Department of the Interior has responsibility for most of our nationally owned public lands and natural resources. This includes fostering the wisest use of our land and water resources, protecting our fish and wildlife, preserving the environmental and cultural values of our national parks and historical places, and providing for the enjoyment of life through outdoor recreation. The Department assesses our energy and mineral resources and works to assure that their development is in the best interest of all our people. The Department also has a major responsibility for American Indian reservation communities and for people who live in Island Territories under U.S. administration.
Preface

Reader's Guide
This final environmental impact statement is designed to provide a logical progression of information to the reviewer. The summary, five chapters, and appendices explain the management purpose and need being addressed, the scope of the issues involved, the alternatives designed to address the purpose and need, a description of the current biological and physical environment, and an analysis of the anticipated environmental consequences resulting from implementation of any given alternative.
The progression of information in this document starts with a summary. The Summary presents a digest of the document. Descriptions of the No Action Alternative and each of the four action alternatives are presented in enough detail to explain each alternative's overall management strategy for achieving the purpose and need, and to explain its associated land use allocations and management direction. The Summary also includes a comparison of the major land use and resource allocations and actions by alternative. For brevity, the Summary relies heavily on graphics and brief descriptions of rather complex topics. Also, for brevity and simplicity, the citations, references, and definitions included in the main text are omitted from the Summary. Therefore, the details provided in the five chapters of the document are needed to fully understand the alternatives and their effects.
Chapter 1 presents the purpose and need for the revision of the western Oregon resource management plans. Central to these plan revisions is the interplay between the laws directing or influencing management of the Bureau of Land Management's O&C lands in western Oregon and the various legal precedents and opinions that guide implementation of various laws. To help the reader clearly understand the purpose and need and the five major issues identified for analysis, this chapter contains a more detailed discussion of these laws and legal precedents than is normally found in an environmental impact statement. This chapter also describes the planning area; past management of the O&C lands; the planning process; and involvement of local, state, and other federal agencies that collaborated in preparation of the plan revisions. Finally, this chapter identifies the nine recognized tribes within the planning area that are engaged in government-togovernment relationships with the BLM.
Chapter 2 presents four action alternatives: the Proposed Resource Management Plan and the three alternatives that were in the Draft. The No Action Alternative would continue management under the current resource management plans as amended (refer to the 1995 resource management plans for the districts of Salem, Eugene, Roseburg, Coos Bay, and Medford; and the Klamath Falls Resource Area of the Lakeview District). The action alternatives consist of a range of management approaches or strategies designed to meet the purpose and need and to resolve the planning issues. The alternatives consist of management objectives, land use allocations, and management direction to achieve the objectives.
Chapter 3 presents the existing condition and trends of the resources and programs within the planning area that would be affected by implementing the alternatives. Understanding the affected environment serves as a baseline for measuring potential effects, including the cumulative effects, of implementing an alternative. The description of the affected environment also provides the information necessary to understand the analysis of the environmental consequences in Chapter 4.
Chapter 4 presents the potential direct, indirect, and cumulative effects that would result from implementation of individual action alternatives. The effects of the alternatives on the various resources are compared and contrasted against each other and against the No Action Alternative. This chapter also includes brief discussions of the use of models and the assumptions used in analyzing the alternatives. Adverse effects that cannot be avoided if the alternatives were to be implemented are disclosed, and 
